
Speakers 
Dr. M. Rebecca Sakai (Becky) DVM 
Dr. Becky Sakai is a 2007 graduate of Kansas State University. She completed a one-year rotating 
internship at Red Bank Veterinary Hospital in Tinton Falls, New Jersey. Becky is currently a resident and 
adjunct instructor in dermatology at Iowa State University 
Speakers 
Dr. Alfredo Dicostanzo, Ph.D University of Minnesota Beef Team  
Alfredo DiCostanzo is a Professor and Extension Animal Scientist with responsibilities for state-wide 
programming in beef cattle nutrition and management.  He has been with the University of Minnesota 
Extension Service for 16 years. His programs focus on researching, developing and disseminating 
strategic nutrition and management interventions that enhance beef cattle production and economic 
efficiency.  Specific areas of research and extension programming are: evaluation of distiller’s grains and 
distiller’s inclusion strategies, fine-tuning nutrient requirements for growth and reproduction to enhance 
production efficiency, preparing and marketing feeder calves for sale, effects of pre-weaning and 
receiving strategies on feedlot performance and carcass traits.     
Dr. Scott McClure DVM Ph.D 
Dr. McClure received his veterinary degree from Iowa State University in 1990.  He then completed an 
internship and surgery residency at Texas A&M.  Dr. McClure became certified by the American College 
of Veterinary Surgeons in 1995 and received his PhD from Texas A&M in 1996.  Dr. McClure was in 
private practice in Oklahoma and on faculty at Purdue University before returning to Iowa State 
University.  He is currently an Associate Professor in Veterinary Clinical Sciences doing equine surgery 
and lameness.  
Dr Gerald Stokka DVM-Pfizer Animal Health 
Dr. Stokka’s career included seven years of successful veterinary practice in Cooperstown, ND.  He 
moved to Kansas State University in 1989 to pursue an advanced degree in beef cattle production 
medicine.  In 1992 he was hired as an Assistant Professor by Kansas State University in the Department of 
Clinical Sciences.  In 1995 he became the KSU Beef Extension Veterinarian.  Dr. Stokkas current position 
is Senior Veterinarian with Veterinary Operations, Pfizer Animal Health.   
 

Dr. Stokka is recognized for his multifaceted expertise in beef cattle production medicine.  He has taught 
in the veterinary and animal science colleges at Kansas State University and has spoken extensively 
throughout the Midwest to veterinarians, feedlot managers, ranchers and animal scientist.  His research 
has been published in scientific journals and livestock magazines.  He has co-authored regular columns in 
BEEF magazine.  
 

Dr Stokka is married, wife Connie, with 4 children and 3 grandchildren and currently resides in 
Cooperstown, ND.  
 

Dr. Lawrence D. Firkins DVM, MS, MBA 
Dr. Larry Firkins is the Assistant Dean for Public Engagement and Swine Extension Veterinarian at the 
University of Illinois, College of Veterinary Medicine.  Prior to joining the University in 1995 and serving 
as the Director of Research Stations for six years, he spent nine years as a partner in a food animal practice 
in central Illinois.   
Dr. Firkins obtained his Doctor of Veterinary Medicine from the University of Illinois in 1986 followed 
by a Master of Science degree in Epidemiology in 1996.  He completed his Master of Business 
Administration degree from the University of Illinois in 2001.  
In 2004 Firkins received the University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine Service Excellence 
Award; in 2005, the American Association of Swine Veterinarians Meritorious Service Award; and in 
2007 the University of Illinois, College of Veterinary Medicine All-Round Excellence Award. 
During his time at the University of Illinois, Dr. Firkins has focused much of his teaching efforts on the 
integration of practical business skills into the veterinary curriculum.   Earlier this year, he was named to 
the List of Teachers Ranked Excellent by Their Students for the 26th time.  Firkins has given over 140 
international presentations in 13 countries and over 200 presentations throughout the US 
Dr. Tonya McIlany DVM 
Dr. Tonya McIlnay owns and operates Veterinary Eye Specialists of Nebraska in Omaha. 
 

Dr. McIlnay attended the University of Nebraska- Lincoln and received a degree in Veterinary Science, 
graduated from the Kansas State University College of Veterinary Medicine (1999), completed Internships 
in equine medicine, surgery and field service at Littleton Large Animal Clinic (2000) and Eye Specialists 
For Animals (2001) and completed a Residency and Masters program in comparative ophthalmology at 
Colorado State University (2004). 
 

Dr. McIlnay became a diplomat of the American College of Veterinary Ophthalmologists (ACVO) in 
2005. 
 

She has been published in the peer reviewed Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association, 
American Journal of 
Veterinary Research, Veterinary Medicine and Veterinary Ophthalmology. 
 

Dr. McIlnay is a member of the American Veterinary Medical Association, the Nebraska Veterinary 
Medical Association, and a board member of Nebraska Academy of Veterinary Medicine in Omaha. She 
is also a member of the American Quarter Horse 
Association. 
 

Tonya is originally from Beatrice, Nebraska. 
 

Dr. Michael Coe DVM, Ph.D 
Michael Coe is a native of Kansas where his parents and brother own and operate the family dairy and 
farming operation.   He completed his undergraduate work, DVM and Ph.D. in ruminant nutrition at 
Kansas State University.  He currently works as Manager of Technical Services for Global 
Animal Management, Inc. a wholly owned subsidiary of Intervet- Schering-Plough Animal Health.  In this 
position he as spent the last 10 years assisting the livestock industry and State governments in preparation  
for utilizing animal identification technologies as a part of  value add programs and the National Animal 
Identification System.   His previous experience includes Nutrition and Veterinary Consulting for large 
Feedlots and Dairies in the Midwest, managing a commercial research facility, and Technical Services 
Veterinary/Nutritionist for Schering-Plough Animal Health.  He is a member of the AVMA, United States 
Animal Health Assn., the Academy Veterinary Consultants and ASTM International. 
 

Dr. James O. Noxon (Jim) DVM 
Dr. Jim Noxon received his D.V.M. degree from Colorado State University in 1976.  After two years of 
private practice in Denver, Colorado, he completed a residency in Small Animal Internal Medicine at the 
University of Missouri-Columbia (1980).  Jim is currently a Professor in the Department of Veterinary 
Clinical Sciences, a staff dermatologist in the Veterinary Medical Center, and Section Leader of the 
dermatology section at Iowa State University.  He also teaches dermatology yearly at the Atlantic 
Veterinary College at the University of Prince Edward Island, where he is an adjunct professor, at 
Washington State University using distance learning technologies, and at Oregon State University.  He is a 
two-time recipient of the Carl J. Norden Distinguished Teaching Award.  Jim is a Diplomat of the 
American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine and is a past president of the American Academy of 
Veterinary Dermatology.  His research interests are in otology and development of computer case 
simulations for teaching. 
 

Dr. Suzanne Millman, B.Sc. (Agr), Ph.D. 
Dr. Suzanne Millman joined the faculty of the Iowa State University College of Veterinary Medicine in 
2008, as Associate Professor of Animal Welfare in the Veterinary Diagnostic and Production Animal 
Medicine and the Biomedical Sciences departments. Millman received her degrees from the Department 
of Animal & Poultry Science, University of Guelph, Canada, and her PhD dissertation in applied ethology 
explored genetic and environment factors associated with aggression in broiler breeder chickens. Dr. 
Millman leads an active research program in farm animal welfare, coordinates animal welfare instruction 
within the DVM curriculum and provides expertise in animal behavior and welfare for producers, 
veterinarians and the public. Prior to coming to ISU, Millman was faculty at the Ontario Veterinary 
College in Guelph Canada for five years, where she now holds an adjunct appointment. Millman’s 
research interests include animal welfare assessment, pain and sickness behavior, with particular interests 
in addressing the needs of compromised cattle and swine, and practical solutions to address animal 
welfare in production environments.  Millman serves as Section Editor (Farm Animals) for the Journal of 
Applied Animal Welfare Science, and chairs the Iowa Animal Cruelty Response Task Force.  
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